




















Broadband & Mobile Telephony 
Project UpdateProject Update



ContextContext
Community Economic Development Charrette –
December 2009December 2009
Themes & Key Words:

Actions to Implementp



Funding OpportunityFunding Opportunity
Funding  needed to create a plan for Broadband and 
Mobile Telephony buildout.Mobile Telephony buildout.
April 2010 – County applies for RBOG
October 2010 – $65,000 RBOG grant awarded. $ , g
DVI, Ltd. selected to consult on the study



Preliminary DataPreliminary Data
Existing data provided 
to consultantto consultant



Preliminary Analysis – August 2011Preliminary Analysis August 2011
DVI and County Planning begin working to address study 
goals (below) and analyze preliminary findings: goals (below) and analyze preliminary findings: 

1. Identify and locate existing communications 
infrastructure and services available within the county 
and, most importantly, the underserved and unserved
areas. 
I d if  d  h  “ d ” f t k h ld  2. Indentify and capture the “needs” of stakeholder 
groups within the County in terms of broadband and 
wireless telephony services. wireless telephony services. 

3. Identify strategies for providing needed services 
to underserved and unserved areas countywide.  



Existing Communication InfrastructureExisting Communication Infrastructure
Review of existing and proposed towers by all service 
providers (Map locations of all wireless towers)providers (Map locations of all wireless towers)

Location of broadband availability (Map current broadband coverage)

Residential and commercial clusters in the County without y
service (Identify specific underserved/unserved populations & businesses)

Analysis of signal strength by provider for mobile 
telephony (Identify current service providers and their signal strength)

Identify gaps in broadband and cell coverage (Map 
underserved/unserved areas)underserved/unserved areas)



Stakeholder InvolvementStakeholder Involvement
Town Supervisors
Educational Organizations schools  BOCESEducational Organizations – schools, BOCES
Community Organizations – EDC, SCVA, Chamber, 
Partnership, IDA, NPS, etc.p, , ,
Local Businesses
E911 and Emergency Managementg y g
Cell Service Providers: AT&T, Verizon, etc.
Broadband Providers: TWC, Frontier



Preliminary Findings - BroadbandPreliminary Findings Broadband
Verizon will not upgrade their land lines with fiber optic cable 
in the Countyy
Time Warner is continuing to build out its network in the 
County
Broadband is now available through wireless service providers
DSL/cable does not equate to mobile telephony service
F ti  ff  b db d t  ll it  t  b t it d  t Frontier offers broadband to all its customers but it does not 
offer mobile telephony service.



Preliminary Findings - CellPreliminary Findings Cell
AT&T continues to build towers and increase their wireless 
footprint in the County
3G service is expanding but the slower 2G is all that is available in 
some areas
Faster 4G service is not available in the County and may not be Faster 4G service is not available in the County and may not be 
available for years
In large cities, 4G LTE broadband service can compete with 

S /C  f  DSL/Cable for speed
Some wireless telephony service areas are still spotty
Reported coverage areas for mobile telephony service differ from Reported coverage areas for mobile telephony service differ from 
actual coverage due to terrain and other factors.
Not all service providers cover all areas



Preliminary Findings - GeneralPreliminary Findings General
People expect to use their mobile telephones wherever 
they go they go 
Homebuyers expect broadband and mobile telephony 
service availability
Communication services available from one carrier in 
larger markets as a bundle must be purchased separately 
i   l  i  S lli  C t  ki  it  in many places in Sullivan County, making it more 
expensive for residents and businesses



MapsMaps
Areas in Green = 
Broadband Available

Willowemoc Area

Broadband Available
Areas in Orange = 
Broadband 
Unavailable



MapsMaps
Purple Hatch = No 
Cell Service as per Cell Service as per 
NYS data
Blue Hatch = No Cell 
Service as per Town 
Supervisor input



MapsMaps
Cell Towers (existing 
& proposed)& proposed)



MapsMaps
Areas in blue 
represent no cell or represent no cell or 
broadband 
availability.



MapsMaps
Sectors – Pilot 
Projects will be j
located within 
these areas

Ri  C id1. River Corridor
2. Rte 209 

Corridor
3. Catskill Park 

Area
4. Core 

Agriculture 
AreaArea



Identifying Available Solutions Identifying Available Solutions 
Time Warner Business Class (Broadband) Approach

Willowemoc areaWillowemoc area

Mobile Telephony Approach
Issued RFP for Radio Frequency (RF) Engineering firms to q y ( ) g g
develop creative solutions for pilot areas and budgets for 
implementation
Received response from V CommReceived response from V-Comm

Next steps
1. Award Contract
2. Develop Solutions
3. Create Implementation Plan for inclusion in Final Report



Next Steps Next Steps 
Final Report:

1 Community & Economic Needs Assessment1. Community & Economic Needs Assessment
2. Identify Available Solutions
3 Compile Recommendations3. Compile Recommendations
4. Layout Implementation Plan
5 Identify Potential Funding Opportunities5. Identify Potential Funding Opportunities

March 2012 –
Apply for 
extension 
Award RF
Contract

June 2012 –
Draft Available 
Solutions for 
Final Report

June 2012 –
Draft 

Recommendati
ons for Final 

Report

September 
2012 –

Finalize Final 
ReportContract

May 2012 –
R  

Final Report

Spring 2012 
A l  f  

Report

July 2012 – Full 
D f  f F l 

Report

Review 
Available 
Solutions 

- Apply for 
CFA grants 
if available

Draft of Final 
Report for 

Review
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