
When Your Teen is
Giving a Party...

1. Plan in advance. Discuss the party plans
 with your teenager. Know the guest list, so  
 you can prevent an “open party” situation.
2. Set defi nite starting and ending times. Plan
 an activity such as swimming, skating or   
 renting movies. Consider a daytime party.
3. Agree to rules ahead of time:

No alcohol or other drugs.
No smoking.
No leaving, then returning to the party.  
No gate crashers allowed.
Lights will be left on.
Some rooms are off limits.

4. Know your responsibilities! Be visible and   
 aware. You are legally responsible for   
 anything that may happen to a minor who   
 has been served drugs or alcohol in your   
 home.
5. Invite another parent or couple as
 company for you during a long evening,   
 and to help if there are any problems.
 When parents deliver their teens to your   
 house, invite them in to get acquainted,   
 if only briefl y.

1. Make sure there will be parental    
 supervision and that no alcohol will be   
 served. A tactful call to the host may be   
 advisable.

2. Know where your daughter/son is going   
 and with whom. When taking your teen   
 to a party, go to the door and introduce   
 yourself. If you already know the family,   
 at least wait until your child is inside the   
 house.

When Your Teen is
Going  to a Party...

3. Make it easy for your teen to leave a party.   
 Agree that they can call you (or another   
 adult) to come for them if there is any   
 reason why staying is uncomfortable.

4. Urge your teen NEVER to ride home with
 a driver who has been drinking.

5. Be awake to greet your teen when they   
 come home.

What Does the 21 Legal 
Purchase Age Law Mean?

It means you must be 21 years old to buy 
alcoholic beverages in bars, taverns, restaurants, 
and clubs or to buy those beverages in liquor 
stores and supermarkets. It is also illegal for 
any person, over or under 21, to buy alcoholic 
beverages for, or give them to, anyone under 
21 (except their own child).

What Will Happen to an 
Underage Person Who gets
Caught Drinking, Purchasing, 
or Possessing Alcohol?
Any person who presents false identifi cation 
to purchase alcoholic beverages can receive 
a fi ne of up to $100 and/or an appropriate 
amount of community service not to exceed 
30 hours. In addition, there can be a 90-day 
suspension of the driver’s license of anyone 
who has used it to illegally purchase or 
attempt to purchase alcoholic beverages. All 
driver licenses and non-driver identifi cation 
cards for persons under 21 are imprinted with 
the statement “under 21 years of age.” Also, 
another law makes it illegal for those under 21 
to possess alcohol with an intent to consume it 
and empowers both police and peace offi cers 
to confi scate the alcohol.

No, the law applies to all situations in which an 
underage person is served alcohol by anyone 
but her/his parents. A parent serving the young 
friends alcohol would be committing a Class 
A Misdemeanor under Penal Law Section 
260.20, which allows a parent or guardian to 
furnish liquor or beer to their own child only. 
The Social Host Law also applies, exposing 
the parent to civil liability for any injury caused 
by the minor as a result of intoxication.

Under General Obligation Law Section 11-100, 
any person who is injured by a minor who 
is intoxicated, or whose ability is impaired, 
may sue for the resulting damage whoever 
knowingly provided the alcohol to the minor.

No, since that would amount to the parent 
misrepresenting the age of the child. The law 
applies to all licensed facilities.

Yes. A parent or guardian may serve alcohol to 
his or her own child under 21 only at home or 
as part of a religious service. The Social Host 
Law applies here also.

May a Parent Serve Alcohol to 
Teens and their Friends at a 
Parent Supervised Party?

What is the Social Host Law?

May Children Drink at Home 
With Their Parents, or be 
Served Wine as part of a 
Religious Service?

Can a Parent or Legal Guardian 
Buy His or Her Underage Child 
an Alcoholic Beverage in a 
Licensed Establishment, Ball 
Park or Private club?



BROOME COUNTY

May 19 and 20 Year Olds Enter 
Bars?

Yes, though some bars may protect themselves 
by prohibiting underage persons from their 
premises. A bartender who serves alcohol 
to someone under 21 could suffer criminal 
penalties plus civil liability if the person 
becomes intoxicated and causes injuries 
or damage. The bar could lose its license if 
alcohol is served to underage patrons. Teens

and
Alcohol

What
Parents 
Need to 
Know!

New York State
STOP-DWI Foundation

If you have information about a teen 
alcohol party, an adult (parent) who 

serves alcohol to minors or information 
about stores or bars that regularly sell to 

minors, please call the
Broome County Sheriff’s Offi ce

at 607-778-1911.

What are the Benefi ts of the 21 
Purchase Age?

The benefi ts of the 21 purchase age are a 
25-30% decrease in alcohol-related crashes 
involving 19 and 20 year olds, who are 
responsible for over 100 deaths and 3,500 
injuries each year, and an expected saving of 
$40 million in societal costs annually.

May Underage Persons Work in 
Bars?

Yes, a person 18 years of age or older may 
serve as a bartender, waiter, waitress, hostess 
or bus person, under the supervision of 
someone 21 or older.

Local Resources

Alcohol/Drug Treatment Agencies
Al-Anon and Al-Ateen  607-722-0889
Alcoholics Anonymous  607-722-5983
Addiction Center of Broome County  607-723-7308
Fairview Alcoholism Crisis Center  607-722-4080
Mental Health Association of the 
        Southern Tier, Inc.  607-771-8888
New Horizons Chemical Dependency 
        Treatment  607-762-2257

Youth Services
Family and Children’s Society  607-729-6206
Lourdes Youth Services  607-584-4500
Catholic Charities of Broome County – 
        Gateway Center For Youth  607-584-7800
Berkshire Farm Center and Services 
        For Youth  607-772-2903

Youth Counseling and Drug Treatment Referrals
First Call For Help  607-729-9100

Victim Services
Crime Victims Assistance Center  607-722-4256

Broome County Police Agencies
New York State Police............................................................ 607-775-1241
Broome County Sheriff........................................................... 607-778-1911
Binghamton Police....................................................................... 607-723-5321
Endicott Police.................................................................................. 607-785-3341
Johnson City Police................................................................... 607-729-9321
New York State Park Police............................................. 607-648-3662
Vestal Police....................................................................................... 607-754-2386
Port Dickinson Police............................................................... 607-722-1255
Deposit Police................................................................................... 607-467-2115
NY State University Police, Binghamton........... 607-777-2393
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For More Information Contact:

P.O. Box 1766 / Binghamton, NY 13902
Phone: 607-778-2056 / Fax: 607-778-2908

Email: bcstopdwi@co.broome.ny.us


